
 
Welcome to the ReEnergize Texas Summit!  
 
 
 
Welcome to the ReEnergize Texas Summit, the first-ever statewide student summit on climate 
change!  The Student Government Campus Environmental Center at the University of Texas at Austin 
is excited and honored by your presence here, and we look forward to a weekend of ideas, inspiration 
and actions that you will never forget. 
 
We began planning for this summit with these questions in mind: What will the state of Texas look 
like if we as young people approached the climate crisis as an opportunity to create positive change? 
How can we address climate change in a way that protects communities and individuals, preserves 
our environment, and grows our economy?  Over this weekend we hope you will take advantage of 
all that we offer - distinguished and visionary speakers, diverse workshops and trainings packed with 
insight and critical skills, and the talent and inspiration present in all of our participants - to begin 
building a movement here in Texas that will positively transform our communities, environment and 
economy.  
 
This summit is also the launch of Re-Energize Texas, a statewide coalition which unites a diversity of 
students and youth leaders in an alliance that supports and strengthens the youth climate movement 
in Texas. The members of Re-Energize Texas will work together to leverage our collective power and 
create change for safe, clean, efficient, just and renewable energy solutions. The work of Re-Energize 
Texas will focus on four strategic areas: campuses, communities, corporate practices, and politics 
and will operate under principles of anti-oppression and environmental justice. You will learn how you 
can be involved with this coalition over the course of the next three days. 
 
This weekend’s events were made possible by generous support from the National Wildlife 
Federation, Public Citizen, and the World Wildlife Fund.  The Campus Environmental Center and UT 
Austin thank them and the many others who contributed time and resources to the ReEnergize Texas 
Summit. 
 
For those of you who are visiting, enjoy your stay in Austin.  And to all of you, this is a truly 
monumental event that will change the direction of energy and climate policy in this state… so as 
long as you take the lessons and inspiration back home and create the change you desire to see. 
 
In solidarity, 
 
Anna Pierce      
Co-Director      
Campus Environmental Center   
 
Tabby Spence 
Staff 
Campus Environmental Center 
 
Trevor Lovell 
Public Citizen 
 
Praween Dayananda 
Campus Field Coordinator 
National Wildlife Federation 

 

 

 



 

ReEnergize Texas Summit 

Schedule 

             
 

Friday, 

February 8   Detail     Location  

1:00pm to 4:00pm  Early Registration   UTC 
4:00pm to 6:00pm  Registration    UTC 
 

6:45pm to 9:30pm  Keynote Address    UTC 2.101 
     Gary Hirshberg, CEO Stonyfield Farm 
     Dr. Camille Parmesan, IPCC Contributor 
     Peter Illyn, Restoring Eden 
     Reverend Lennox Yearwood, Hip-Hop Caucus 

Saturday, 

February 9   Detail     Location  

8:45am to 9:15am  Deputy Voter Registrars  UTC 2.101 
 

9:30am to 10:30am  Workshops 
     Public Citizen    UTC 1.102 
     National Wildlife Federation  UTC 1.104 
     Physicians for Social Resp.  UTC 1.132 
     Climate Counts    UTC 1.130 
     Energy Action Coalition   UTC 1.146 
     Texas Impact & Restoring Eden  UTC 1.144 
     Corp. Social Responsibility  UTC 1.116 
     Co-Op America    UTC 1.118 
     1Sky      PAR 105 
     Enviro Justice & Climate Change  PAR 206 
     Brother Chi Sing    PAR 101 
     Climate Change and National Security PAR 208 
 

10:45am to 11:45am  Trainings    
     Media      PAR 206 
     Lobbying     UTC 1.144 
     Leadership Development   UTC 1.102 
     Recruitment     PAR 101 
     Coalition Building     UTC 1.146 
     Events     PAR 105 
     Campaign Planning    UTC 1.118 
     Effective Meetings & Facilitation   UTC 1.116 
     Meeting with Administrators  UTC 1.104 
     Messaging and Framing    UTC 1.132 

     Climate Counts    UTC 1.130 



ReEnergize Texas Summit 

Schedule 

             
 

Saturday, 

February 9   Detail     Location  

11:45am to 12:45pm  Deputy Voter Registrars  TBA 
     Travis County 
     Hays County 
     Williamson County 
 

***Lunch Break*** 
 

12:45pm to 3:30pm  Keynote Address    UTC 2.101 
     Tom Smith, Public Citizen      
     Jim Hightower, America’s #1 Populist 
     Ray McMurrey (video), Senate Candidate 
     Rep. Rick Noriega (video), Senate Candidate 
     Mayor Will Wynn 

Ted Glick, 1Sky 
     Brother Chi Sing 
 

4:00pm to 5:00pm  Trainings    
     Media      UTC 1.130 
     Lobbying     UTC 1.144 
     Leadership Development   UTC 1.102 
     Recruitment     PAR 101 
     Coalition Building     UTC 1.146 
     Events     PAR 105 
     Campaign Planning    UTC 1.118 
     Effective Meetings & Facilitation   UTC 1.116 
     Meeting with Administrators  UTC 1.104 
     Messaging and Framing    UTC 1.132 
 

5:15pm to 6:15pm  Workshops 

     Public Citizen    UTC 1.102 
     National Wildlife Federation  UTC 1.104 
     Physicians for Social Resp.  UTC 1.132 
     Brother Chi Sing    UTC 1.146 
     Texas Impact & Restoring Eden  UTC 1.144 
     Co-Op America    UTC 1.118 
     Architecture for Humanity   UTC 1.130 
     Enviro Justice & Climate Change  UTC 1.116 
     Oxfam America    PAR 206 
     Austin Green Art    PAR 105 
     Presidents’ Climate Commitment PAR 101 
      
 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ReEnergize Texas Summit 

Schedule 

             
 

Sunday, 

February 10   Detail     Location  

8:45am to 9:15am  Opening Comments   UTC 2.101 
 

9:30am to 10:30am  Workshops 
     Public Citizen    UTC 1.102 
     National Wildlife Federation  UTC 1.104 
     Physicians for Social Resp.  UTC 1.132 
     Green Jobs     UTC 1.130 
     Anna Star Rose    UTC 1.146 
     Sustainable Endowments   UTC 1.144 
     Michelle Hallahan    UTC 1.116 
     Presidents’ Climate Commitment PAR 101 
     Austin Green Art    PAR 105 
     Oxfam America    PAR 206 
     Architecture for Humanity   PAR 103 
 

10:45am to 11:45am  Trainings    
     Media      UTC 1.130 
     Lobbying     UTC 1.144 
     Leadership Development   UTC 1.102 
     Recruitment     PAR 101 
     Coalition Building     UTC 1.146 
     Events     PAR 105 
     Campaign Planning    UTC 1.118 
     Effective Meetings & Facilitation   UTC 1.116 
     Meeting with Administrators  UTC 1.104 
     Messaging and Framing    UTC 1.132 
 

12:00pm to 2:00pm  Campus Planning Sessions  TBA 
 

  We will feed you lunch so you have the energy to start working with 
  students from your campus and/or your region before you head home.  
  We have a special Valentine’s Day action planned statewide that will be 
  super easy and get you noticed by your campus president!!!  Don’t 
  let all that you’ve learned and gained fly out the window.  An hour of  
  planning while you’re still here will be worth three hours next week! 
 

  Attend this planning session to take real advantage of the  
 ReEnergize Texas Summit    



ReEnergize Texas Summit 

Workshop Descriptions 

             
 

Session I 
 
Public Citizen           UTC 1.102 
How to Fight Coal 
Tom “Smitty” Smith, Director of Coal Block and Public Citizen, Texas, will discuss the coal fight 
in America.  There are still proposals to build over 100 coal plants in the US, despite Coal Block 
and other efforts knocking off more than 50 proposed plants since 2007.  Proposed and 
permitted plants in Texas threaten all major metropolises in Texas with non-attainment under 
the Clean Air Act and coal is the number one threat to fighting climate change.  Victories in the 
last year prove that this is a fight we can win, so come learn how you and your campus can 
contribute. 
 
National Wildlife Federation         UTC 1.104 
How to Make Your Campus a Climate Champion 
Lisa Madry, Praween Dayananda  
Colleges and universities are like towns or small cities in their size, environmental impact and 
financial influence. If any sector of society has the potential to model the transition to a low-
carbon, sustainable future, it is higher education. Come learn the business, educational, and 
moral arguments for reducing greenhouse gas emissions on your campus, as well as specific 
strategies you can use to make your campus a leader in modeling sustainability and effective 
global warming solutions.   
 
Physicians for Social Responsibility        UTC 1.132 
Health and Climate Change 
Giving students a medical perspective on the changing environment and its consequences on 
human health. 
Hanoch Patt, M.D. completed his undergraduate degree in Politics at Princeton University, and 
medical school, residency, and Pediatric Cardiology Fellowship at Baylor College of Medicine in 
Houston. He is completing a Master's in Public Health in Health Policy at the University of  
Texas School of Public Health in Houston. He now practices pediatric cardiology in Austin 
 
Climate Counts           UTC 1.130 
Climate Counts: Activating the Choices and Voices of the Climate-Conscious Consumer 
Climate Counts (www.climatecounts.org) is a non-profit campaign that scores companies 
annually on the basis of their voluntary action to reverse climate change. The new Climate 
Counts Company Scorecard -- launched in June 2007 -- helps people make climate-conscious 
purchasing and investing choices and encourages them to urge the world's most well-known 
companies to take the issue of climate change seriously. Project Director Wood Turner will run a 
workshop on the Climate Counts On Campus campaign.  He will talk to organizers about the 
value of mobilizing student consumers and how they can use the Climate Counts campus 
activism toolkit to do that. 

 
 
 



Energy Action Coalition          UTC 1.146 
Building a Broad Based Movement for Green Jobs and a New Energy Future for 
America  
Ragini Kapadia 
We need to act boldly to fight climate change and transition America to a new clean energy 
economy that creates healthier, cleaner, more secure, and sustainable communities. In seizing 
this historic opportunity, not only can we confront the risks posed by climate change but we can 
create millions of good jobs across the nation and work to lift millions out of poverty. Young 
people have a unique role to play in advancing this vision of a clean, just, and sustainable 
economy. Young people across the nation have created a broad and deep infrastructure to 
enable changes not only on campuses but within their communities, cities, and states. Come 
learn how can seize this opportunity to build a broad based movement to combat climate 
change, lift millions out of poverty, and to create jobs for our generation. 
 
Texas Impact & Restoring Eden         UTC 1.144 
Renewing the Earth:  Why the Faith Community is Rising to the Climate Challenge, 
What They're Doing and Ways You Can Help  
Shelley Vinyard of Texas Impact and Peter Illyn of Restoring Eden 
How can we connect with our faith and the environment at the same time? This workshop will 
address the interplay between faith, social justice and climate change, as well as how people of 
faith are rallying behind a renewed approach to environmental stewardship and action on climate 
change, from places of worship, to larger communities and beyond. Come hear what faith-based 
communities across the nation and in Texas are doing to address climate change and how the 
larger environmental community as a whole can help get the ball rolling in communities of faith. 
 
Corporate Social Responsibility         UTC 1.116 
Helping Companies See the Profit in Addressing Climate Change 
In short, CSR means “doing the right thing”. However, in developing meaningful CSR practices, 
a company must go beyond this gut-check definition and analyze how its actions impact a wide 
variety of stakeholder groups. Important stakeholders include shareholders, employees, 
suppliers, the environment, community members, customers and partners. A company that is 
acting in a socially responsible manner will act to minimize the negative impacts its business 
practices have on all stakeholder groups. 
 
Co-Op America           UTC 1.118 
Buying a Sustainable Future: Fair Trade and Socially Responsible Shopping  

Everything we buy affects the environment and the people that produce the products we use. 
Find out about Co-op America's "green approved" companies and the diverse range of product 
certifications that exist.  We'll discuss the empowerment of women and marginalized 
communities in the global south through fairly traded goods and cooperative businesses.  
 
1Sky             PAR 105 
1Sky: Organizing the Grassroots Around One Bold Ask on Climate 
Ted Glick 
The 1Sky Campaign is not another organization or institution, but a new initiative aimed at 
pooling the strengths of all grassroots groups working to combat climate change into one bold 
ask for our leaders. The 1Sky platform has already begun fusing new alliances and taking 
collective strategy on climate change to new heights. Come learn about 1Sky and where you fit 
in to the savviest proposal yet to transform our future. 
 
Environmental Justice & Climate Change Initiative      PAR 206 
Environmental Justice and Environmental Racism 
Ellen Choy 



What is Environmental Justice? What is Environmental Racism? This workshop will provide an 
overview of the history of environmental justice, as well as outline its principles for creating a 
just and sustainable world. Learn what environmental justice has to say about activism, society, 
and change, and how it has already affected the course of recent history through past and 
ongoing campaigns 
 
Interfaith Mindfulness Ministries         PAR 101 
Taking Care of the Environment By Taking Care of the Environmentalist . . . with 
Mindfulness 
Brother ChiSing 
By learning simple, powerful ways to de-stress, to get centered, and to find calm and clarity in 
the midst of everyday chaos, we can better sustain our activism and prevent early burnout. This 
workshop will explore how the practice of mindfulness can help us live active, creative and free 
lives while at the same time pursuing the issues we are passionate about. Come learn how to 
share our ideas and visions with peace, joy, wisdom and compassion.  
 

Climate Change and National Security   
Prof. Joshua Busby, University of Texas, Austin  
This workshop will explore the connections between climate change and national security. How 
will climate change impact Americans at home, US military operations, and global relations and 
what should be done? 
 

 

 

Session II 
 
Public Citizen           UTC 1.102 
Organizing for the Elections in Texas 
With more than 50 seats available for contests in the state legislature, the 2008 election may be 
one of the most important on record.  Even a few advocates for climate change can make a 
substantial difference in the 2009 session.  Come learn which seats are up for grabs, and how by 
starting now your student group can make the difference between victory or defeat for the 
climate change agenda in Texas next year.   
 
 
National Wildlife Federation         UTC 1.104 
Global Warming Science to Politics: Why the 2% Solution? 
Lisa Madry 
80% below 1990 levels below 2050… and 30% by 2020? So what’s with all these numbers? 
Learn why a 2% annual reduction in carbon emissions is important, what results it can bring, 
and how to effectively communicate the carbon reduction process with others when calling for 
bold solutions to global warming. 
 
 
Physicians for Social Resp.         UTC 1.132 
Health and Climate Change 
IAN ALWARD 
Giving students a medical perspective on the changing environment and its consequences on 
human health.  
IAN ALWARD,MD received his BS from Northwestern University in Environmental Science and 
then went on to Indiana University’s School of Medicine for his MD. He completed a Family 



Medicine residency at University of Washington in Seattle in 2002 and has worked in family 
medicine either through the Indian Health Service or in private practice since then. 
 
Texas Impact & Restoring Eden         UTC 1.144 
Renewing the Earth:  Why the Faith Community is Rising to the Climate Challenge, 
What They're Doing and Ways You Can Help 
(description available under “Session I”) 
 
Co-Op America           UTC 1.118 
The Transportation Challenge: Plug-in to Climate Solutions with Green Cars for Your 
School, City and Home 
One third of carbon emissions in our country come from transportation - when we move 
ourselves and our stuff in cars across town or across the country.  Learn about how you can take 
the transportation challenge and green the fleet of cars and trucks used at your school or in your 
city.  We'll also talk about what you can do in your community to work with car companies to 
make fuel efficient plug-in hybrid cars -- our best hope for cutting transportation emissions. 
 
Architecture for Humanity          UTC 1.130 
Green Building 101  
Samara Spence and Fred Hubnik are the founding directors of the Austin Chapter of Architecture for 
Humanity, an organization that provides pro-bono professional services to needy communities. 
Together, they have 12+ years of experience in sustainable and context sensitive architecture. 
Green Building 101 will provide an introduction to green building concepts and techniques, focusing 
on how to intelligently advocate for green building on your campus. Armed with an understanding of 
effective options and arguments, you can influence the people who make substantial decisions.  
 
Environmental Justice & Climate Change       UTC 1.116 
Environmental Justice and Environmental Racism 
(description available under “Session I”) 
 
Oxfam America           PAR 206 
Climate Change: Creating Equitable Solutions in Poor Communities 
From floods in Bangladesh to droughts in Kenya, glacier melts in Peru to hurricanes in the 
Caribbean, poor and developing communities are already suffering from the effects of climate 
change. In this workshop, we will discuss the disproportionate impacts and human costs of 
climate change. We will also explore current US legislation and the need to create international 
resolutions to insure just and sustainable development in poor communities. 
 
Austin Green Art           PAR 105 
Art and Activism 
Green and community-centered art can bring people together around issues of sustainability, as 
well as bring attention to your campaigns.  Get inspired by Austin Green Art’s many successful 
projects and learn how art can contribute to your goals on campus. 
 
Presidents’ Climate Commitment        PAR 101 
How the ACUPCC can Work for Your Campus 
Michelle Mckay 
Michelle McKay of Second Nature will discuss this high-visibility effort to address global warming 
by garnering institutional commitments to neutralize greenhouse gas emissions, and to 
accelerate the research and educational efforts of higher education to equip society to re-
stabilize the Earth’s climate.  Workshop will include a discussion on ways to encourage your 
President or Chancellor to commit to climate neutrality. 
Interfaith Mindfulness Ministries         PAR 101 



Personal and Planetary Transformation through Mindfulness Meditation,  
Creativity, Music, Poetry, Dance, the Arts and Compassionate Sustainable Lifestyles  
Brother ChiSing 
This workshop has the similar content as "Taking Care of the Environment By Taking Care of the 
Environmentalist . . . with Mindfulness" with the FUN added bonus of creativity, music, poetry, 
dance, and the arts. We will also explore various lifestyles that we can easily live and promote to 
create a sustainable future for ourselves and our planet.  Activism doesn't have to be full of 
anger, fear and stress.  It can be fun, calming and liberating, too! 
 

 
 

Session III 

 
Public Citizen & SEED Coalition         UTC 1.102 
Nukes Are Not The Answer 
America has begun to move forward on climate change solutions, and the nuclear power 
industry believes they see an opportunity to do something they haven’t in decades – build more 
nuclear power plants.  Texas is seeing some of the worst of it with five plants proposed and two 
moving forward in Matagorda County, ahead of all others nationwide.  These plants are 
environmentally hazardous, a major public health risk, and economically untenable.  The key to 
stopping them lies in organizing against them and compelling your campus, your city, your 
county, and/or your co-op not to by nuclear energy. 
 
National Wildlife Federation         UTC 1.104 
How to make your Campus a Climate Champion  
(description available under “Session I”) 
 
Physicians for Social Resp.         UTC 1.132 
Health and Climate Change 
Giving students a medical perspective on the changing environment and its consequences on 
human health. 
Laurie Seremetis, M.D. is currently getting her Masters degree in public policy at the LBJ School 
of public affairs after practicing psychiatry for 11 years. She is interested and involved in 
healthcare reform and child welfare policy.  
 
Energy Action Coalition          UTC 1.130 
Building a Broad Based Movement for Green Jobs and a New Energy Future for 
America  
Ragini Kapadia 
(description available under “Session I”) 
 
Anna Star Rose           UTC 1.146 
Anti-Coal and Nukes Campaigning 
Old, dirty energy sources like coal and nuclear are on their way out, and a clean renewable 
energy future is coming! But to get to this future, we need to break down one of our biggest 
obstacles - the poweful coal and nuclear industries. Come learn about campaigns against coal 
and uranium mining, and coal and nuclear power, in the US, Australia & other countries. We'll 
talk about why we need to phase out this dity energy, showcase some effective campaigns, and 
get excited with a brainstorm and planning for Fossil Fools Day 2008 (April 1st). 
 
 
 
 



Sustainable Endowments          UTC 1.144 
The College Sustainability Report Card. Find out if your school is making the grade! 
Mark Orlowski 
The College Sustainability Report Card grades schools in eight main areas, from green building 
initiatives to endowment investment policies.  Join this interactive workshop to learn more about 
how you can effectively use the Report Card as leverage in campaigns at your schools. Also, this 
is your chance to ask the lead author of the Report Card questions about specific school grades 
and how your school can get a better grade! 
 
Michelle Hallahan           UTC 1.116 
How to Recruit Champions for your Cause 
Lessons from UT and its recent progress on a range of sustainability initiatives.  Finding a key 
student group, faculty member, or administrator to back your cause can make change happen 
on your campus.  Learn how to find them and bring them on board. 
 
Presidents’ Climate Commitment        PAR 101 
How the ACUPCC can Work for Your Campus 
(description available under “Session II”) 
 
Austin Green Art           PAR 105 
Art and Activism 
(description available under “Session II”) 
 
Oxfam America           PAR 206 
Climate Change: Creating Equitable Solutions in Poor Communities 
(description available under “Session II”) 
 
Architecture for Humanity          PAR 103 
Sustainable Superheroes – Social Justice and its Integral Role in Conservation 
Conservation and social justice are often treated as separate ideas, but it is becoming more and 
more apparent that one cannot exist without the other. In Sustainable Superheroes, Fred and 
Samara explain the inseparable nature of sustainability and helping those in need. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



ReEnergize Texas Summit 

Trainings Descriptions 

             
 

Lobbying:  
Learn effective lobbying techniques to show politicians - local, state, and national - that the 
student voice is clear and present!  
 
Presenters: 

Jesse Long and Jon Barrows: Jesse is a graduate of Washington University in St. Louis and is 
currently working with Co-Op America. Jon is the Trainings Director for the Sierra Student 
Coalition, and has been training for longer than any of us can remember.  
 

Leadership Development 
Learn how to develop effective leaders so that when you are gone, there are still people who 
know how to run an effective group and campaign! The stronger your leaders, the more amazing 
ideas and victories you will have.   
 
Presenters: 
David Sievers and Leila Alderman: David is a graduate of the College of William and Mary and 
has been a trainer and organizer with the Sierra Student Coalition for four years. Leila is an 
officer overseeing the Campus Environmental Center’s efforts to encourage green buildings on 
UT campus.  
 

Recruitment 
Building your group and making a difference. Making sure your group is sustainable and will 
continue to be around when you graduate.  
 
Presenters: 

Eric Pollard and Erica Stout: Eric is a student and organizer at Oklahoma University. Erica is a 
student at the University of Maryland at College Park, a trainer and organizer for the Sierra 
Student Coalition, and currently serves as the Executive Committee Chair for the SSC.  
 

Coalition Building:  
Building coalitions makes any group’s efforts stronger and more likely to win victories. Learn to 
think strategically about who makes a good partner.  
 
Presenters: 

Anna Star Rose and Leah Jones: Anna is the founder of the Australian Youth Climate Coalition 
and is an experienced trainer on many topics. Leah is a student at Southwestern University and 
a trainer and organizer with the Sierra Student Coalition. 
 

Event Planning:  
Events are a great way to recruit folks, gain visibility and apply pressure on your targets. Learn 
how to plan the most awesome campus-wide events!  
 
 



Presenters: 
Molly Reavis and Kat McEachern are both trainers and organizers with the Sierra Student 
Coalition. Molly attends Georgetown High School outside of Austin, and Katherine attends Cornell 
University.  
 

Campaign Planning:  
Planning to win - this workshop will give you a how-to process for winning victories on your 
campus and community.   
 
Presenters: 
Yochi Zakai and Hannah Carey: Yochi was the Program Assistant for the Sierra Student Coalition 
for two years and now works for Co-Op America. He is a graduate of the University of Michigan. 
Hannah Carey attends St. Edwards University in Austin and is a trainer with the SSC. 
 

Running Effective Meetings/ Facilitation  
Nothing will chase people away faster from your group than ineffective meetings; learn how to 
make your meetings effective and productive! 
  
Presenters: 
Oren Freiberg and Aaron French: Oren is a student at the University of Texas at Austin and an 
Assistant Director to the Campus Environmental Center. Aaron is a student at St. Mary’s 
University of Maryland and a volunteer trainer and organizer with the Sierra Student Coalition.  
 

Meeting with your administration:  
Learn how to get the answers and action you want out of a meeting with administrators and feel 
confident and prepared to make campus allies.  
 
Presenters: 

Whitney Pearson and Lucia Simonelli: Lucia is a student at the University of Texas at Austin and 
an Assistant Director to the Campus Environmental Center. Whitney is a student at Oklahoma 
University and a volunteer trainer and organizer with the Sierra Student Coalition.  
 

Messaging and Framing  
In this session we will cover how to develop winning messaging and framing to effectively reach 
out to your audiences.  
 
Presenters: 

Ursula James and Shannon Burge: Ursula and Shannon are students at Southwestern University 
and are trainers and organizers with the Sierra Student Coalition.  
 

Media 
This training will give you the arsenal you need to get attention for your events and issue 
campaigns. We will be covering planning a press event, messaging, putting together a press list, 
writing press releases and media advisories, talking to the press, and more.  
 
Presenters: 

Pedro de La Torre III: Issues and Organizing Associate Manager 
Before joining Campus Progress in 2005, Pedro was an active member of UT Watch, which is a 
student based watchdog group for the University of Texas. He was also involved in a bilingual 
voter registration drive as an employee of Proyecto Buena Vista. Pedro graduated with a BA in 
Sociology from University of Texas – Austin.  
 



ReEnergize Texas Summit 

Keynote Speakers 

             

Reverend Lennox Yearwood 

Rev. Lennox Yearwood, Jr., is a minister, community activist, and 
President of the Hip Hop Caucus in Washington, D.C. The Hip Hop Caucus 
is a national, nonprofit, nonpartisan, organization that inspires and 
motivates those born after the Civil Rights Movement of the 1960s.  

Rev. Yearwood is known for his activist work as the National Director of 
the Gulf Coast Renewal Campaign, a national coalition advocating for the 
rights of Hurricane Katrina survivors; as a co-creator of the 2004 
campaign “Vote or Die” with Sean “Diddy” Combs; as the Political and 
Grassroots Director for Russell Simmons’ Hip Hop Summit Action Network in 2003 and 2004, 
and a Senior Consultant to Jay Z’s Voice Your Choice.  He was an Officer in the U.S. Air Force 
Reserve and recently led a “Make Hip Hop Not War” national tour to engage more young people 
in the movement for peace. 

Rev Yearwood will be speaking on how and where human rights, civil rights and climate justice 
converge, and the great opportunities for green jobs in the new green economy. 

Gary Hirshberg 

A true force for change, Gary Hirshberg has been at the forefront of 
movements working for environmental and social change for 30 years. 
From his early days as an educator and activist to his current position as 
President and CE-Yo of Stonyfield Farm, the world’s largest organic yogurt 
company, Hirshberg’s positive outlook has inspired thousands of people to 
recognize their ability to make the world a better place.  

Gary has overseen the growth of Stonyfield from its infancy as a seven-cow 
organic farming school in 1983 to its current $300 million annual sales. This 
growth has been built with innovative marketing techniques that often combine the social, 
environmental, and financial missions of the company. One of the company’s five missions is “to 
serve as a model that environmentally and socially responsible businesses can also be profitable” 
and Gary has realized this vision in every aspect of the company. 

Gary will be speaking on themes from his new book Stirring It Up: How to Make Money and Save 
the World. 

 



ReEnergize Texas Summit 

Keynote Speakers 

             

Jim Hightower 

National radio commentator, writer, public speaker, and author of the 
forthcoming book, Swim Against The Current: Even A Dead Fish Can Go 
With The Flow, Jim Hightower has spent three decades battling the Powers 
That Be on behalf of the Powers That Ought To Be - consumers, working 
families, environmentalists, small businesses, and just-plain-folks. Twice 
elected Texas Agriculture Commissioner, Hightower believes that the true 
political spectrum is not right to left but top to bottom, and he has become 
a leading national voice for the 80 percent of the public who no longer find 
themselves within shouting distance of the Washington and Wall Street 
powers at the top. 

Ted Glick 

For the last four years Ted has played a national leadership role in the effort to 
stabilize our climate and for a clean energy revolution. He was a co-founder in 
2004 of the Climate Crisis Coalition and in 2005 coordinated the USA Join the 
World effort leading up to December 3rd actions during the United Nations 
Climate Change conference in Montreal. In May, 2006 he became the national 
coordinator of the U.S. Climate Emergency Council. For three and a half months 
in the fall of 2007 he ate no solid food as part of a climate emergency fast 
focused on getting Congress to pass strong climate legislation. 

Between the mid-70’s and 2005, Ted was actively involved in community organizing efforts 
around environmental, tenant rights, community development and racial justice issues in 
Brooklyn, N.Y. and northern New Jersey. His prolific writing on the movements to which he 
devotes his life includes his 2000 book, Future Hope: A Winning Strategy for a Just Society, and 
his column, “Future Hope,” which has been distributed nationally for eight years. 

Ted Glick will speak about what the science is telling us is necessary to avert catastrophic 
climate change and how to build the kind of climate movement which can rise to the challenge. 

 

 



ReEnergize Texas Summit 

Keynote Speakers 

             

Br. ChiSing 

Br. ChiSing is an ordained disciple of the famous Zen Buddhist teacher Thich 
Nhat Hanh as well as a commissioned minister within the United Church of 
Christ. He is also a Community College adjunct professor of World Religions, 
the founder of Interfaith Mindfulness Ministries, and the facilitator of one of 
the largest lay meditation communities in Dallas, Texas. He is a popular 
retreat facilitator around the country for Christian churches, Buddhist 
centers, college campuses and Interfaith groups. And he is a 
singer/songwriter, poet and “peaceful” peace activist, as well as a lover of 
travel, science fiction/fantasy movies and gourmet gelato. See his cool 
website at: http://www.intermindful.com/ 

Br. ChiSing will address the need for deep spiritual practice, especially that of mindfulness, to 
inspire our activism, prevent burnout and give lasting impact to our global efforts. He will 
address the need to take care of the environment by taking care of the environmentalist, and he 
will also encourage an Interfaith approach to personal and planetary transformation. 

Camille Parmesan 

Dr. Camille Parmesan is an Associate Professor in Integrative Biology at the 
University of Texas at Austin. She has been active in the Intergovernmental 
Panel on Climate Change since 1996. IPCC won the Nobel Peace Prize in 
2007. She has been active in climate change programs for international 
conservation organizations, as well as being an expert advisor to the U.S. and 
other governments. Her 2003 synthesis of global biological impacts won an 
award from ISI Web of Science as “most highly cited new hot paper” for 
being in the top 0.1 % for numbers of citations of recently published papers. 

Parmesan works actively with international NGOs and governmental bodies to 
bring the latest science on climate change impacts to bear on relevant management and policy 
decisions. She has given presentations in DC for White House and Congressional seminar series 
and is currently involved in synthesis reports for the US Climate Change Strategic Plan. In 
addition, Parmesan has given formal testimonies before the US House Select Committe on 
Energy Independence and Global Warming, as well as at the State level.  
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Peter Illyn 

Peter Illyn, the executive director of Restoring Eden, spent 10 years as an 
evangelical pastor in the Foursquare church before heading into the 
wilderness for a record-setting 1,000 mile llama trek up the spine of the 
Cascade Mountains. According to Peter, “It changed my life. I went into the 
mountains an evangelical minister, but I came out an environmental 
activist.” Seeing climate change as a formidable challenge facing modern 
times, Peter preaches that a radical change in culture’s priorities starts with 
a change in the heart. Restoring Eden works with evangelical colleges and 
churches by encouraging nature appreciation, environmental stewardship 
and public activism as expressions of faith. Their mission is to help the church “rediscover the 
biblical call to love, serve and protect God’s creation.” 

Tom “Smitty” Smith 

Smitty has been Director of Public Citizen’s Texas Office since 1985. He is 
widely recognized for directing a multi issue consumer and environmental 
advocacy organization.  A major current initiative of Public Citizen is the 
Texas Energy Efficiency Partnership, a joint project with Environmental 
Defense and the Sustainable Energy & Economic Development (SEED) 
Coalition. The partnership advances state and local energy efficiency policies 
and actions to combat global warming.  In 2007, Smitty became Director of 
Coal Block, a national coalition of local groups fighting local coal plants 
proposals. 

In former lives, Smitty served as the food bank development coordinator for Second Harvest 
Food, developing food banks across a 15 state region in the southern United States. He founded 
and was first Director of the Houston Food Bank; served as Director of the SW Regional Office of 
the Community Nutrition Institute; and was a legal assistant with Prairie State Legal Services 
and Texas Rural Legal Aid.  
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Emergency Information: 
 

Emergency: Dial 911 
University Police Department (UTPD): 512.471.4441 
There are also blue emergency phone booths around campus 
 
Local hospital phone and location 
St David's Medical Center 
919 E 32nd St, Austin, TX 
(512) 476-7111 
(North of campus off of 32nd and just west of I-35) 
 
Brackenridge Hospital  
601 E 15th St, Austin, TX 
(512) 324-7000  
(South of campus off of 15th and just west of I-35)  
 
Organizers contact info (non-911 emergencies only please) 
Nicole Leung: 281.702.7133 
Karen Blaney: 703.597.7930 
Anna Pierce: 214.212.1033 
Tabby Spence: 512.659.5920 
 
 

Transportation: 
 
Bus System: www.capmertro.org; (512) 474-1200 or (800) 474-1201 

- Trip Planner: If you get lost or need bus route information, call or go online. The trip 
planner lets you input addresses or intersections, and tells you the best bus route(s) to 
take.  

- Fares and Prices  
o UT students ride for free with ID  
o 25 cents with a non- UT student ID 
o 50 cents without a student ID  
o $1 for a day pass for anyone 

- Routes near campus:  
o Be sure to check online for different schedules for Saturday and Sunday. 
o UT buses have different schedules for weekdays and Sunday. UT buses do not run 

on Saturday.   
o Other bus routes near campus: 1L/1M, 4/18, 5/26, 7/27, 10/20, 15/16, and 21/22. 

Go online or call to find schedules and see what routes will get you to and from 
campus depending on where you are staying.  

o The bus running between the Austin airport and UT area is #100 



Parking 
- Parking at and around UT is very limited and you are strongly encouraged to use the bus 

system to avoid inconvenience 
- There is some street and metered parking. Be sure to read signs regarding parking time 

limits, etc.  
- Dobie Mall (21st and Guadalupe) has a parking garage behind it located at 21st and Whitis.  

o Parking Rates/Validation Information  
� $2.50/hour, $1.25 each additional half hour. The maximum fee per day 

is $10.00. 
� Parking tickets can be validated by Dobie Mall businesses with a 

nominal purchase.  
- Brazos parking garage (north side of Martin Luther King Jr. Blvd, between San Jacinto 

Blvd. and Brazos St.) 
o Parking Rates 

� 30 min- No Charge; 31-60 min- $2; 61-90 min $4; 91-120 min $6; 120-150 
min $8; Over 150 min $9 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 


